
A t Toshiba Business Solu-
tions, the goal is simple: 
help organizations work 

smarter, communicate more effec-
tively, and unlock the full potential 
of their information. With offices in 
Livermore, Concord and Sacramen-
to, Toshiba has been serving North-
ern California businesses for more 
than 40 years, delivering technology 
and solutions that scale from small 
businesses to large enterprises. 

While many know Toshiba for 
its reliable copiers and printers, 
the company offers far more than 
office equipment. Its comprehensive 
portfolio spans enterprise workflow 
solutions, office technology, man-
aged services, and interactive solu-
tions designed to support the entire 
lifecycle of business-critical infor-
mation. From data lifecycle man-
agement and workflow automation 
to cloud-based document systems 
and secure access controls, Toshiba 
helps streamline how information 
is captured, processed, and shared 
across organizations. 

Toshiba also provides managed 
services that allow businesses to 
offload time-consuming operational 
tasks, from print fleet management 
to mailroom operations and digital 
transformation initiatives. In addi-
tion, its enterprise technology offer-
ings include point-of-sale systems, 
IT hardware, production print, and 

digital signage—giving clients a 
single partner for a wide range of 
operational needs. 

What truly sets Toshiba apart is 
its ability to combine enterprise-
level resources with local decision-
making. This means clients benefit 
from the scale and innovation of 
a global organization, while still 
receiving responsive, personal-
ized service from a local team that 
understands their business. From 
navigating budget constraints to 
designing more efficient work-
flows, Toshiba’s teams are empow-
ered to deliver practical, results-
driven solutions.

As Vice President and General 
Manager Van Real shares, “Toshiba 
is unique in the business solutions 
space in that it provides local market 
leaders the ability to solve a wide 
variety of business challenges for 
organizations of all sizes—people, 
process, technology, or financial.”

A proud member of the Pleasanton 
Chamber of Commerce since 1995, 
Toshiba values the opportunity to 
collaborate with a diverse network 
of local businesses and contribute to 
a thriving regional community.

Beyond its business offerings, 
Toshiba is deeply committed to 
community involvement, partnering 

with organizations such as Heart for 
Kids to give back and support mean-
ingful causes like Special Olympics 
of Northern California and Make-A-
Wish Greater Bay Area. 

Through a combination of innova-
tive technology, local expertise, and 
a strong community focus, Toshiba 
Business Solutions continues to 
empower businesses to operate 
more efficiently and achieve lasting 
success.

 
Rob Vargas
Senior Account Executive –  
East Bay
Toshiba Business Solutions
6336 Patterson Pass Road, Suite F, 
Livermore, CA 94550
Direct: 510 378-0300
Email: rob.vargas@tbs.toshiba.com

Jeff Chimienti
Sales Manager –  
Northern California
Toshiba Business Solutions
2300 Clayton Rd. Suite 540, 
Concord, CA 94520
Direct: 925-998-4410
Email: jeff.chimienti@tbs.toshiba.
com

Van Real
Vice President & General 
Manager – Northern California
Toshiba Business Solutions
2300 Clayton Rd. Suite 540, 
Concord, CA 94520
Direct: 925-683-9300
Email: van.real@tbs.toshiba.com
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Innovative solutions, delivered locally:  
Helping Bay Area businesses work smarter every day

Toshiba Business Solutions helps organizations work smarter by providing 
office technology, workflow automation, managed services, and more.
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T he Pleasanton Chamber 
was honored to welcome 
the CNBC crew from 

*Now We Know*, hosted by Steve 
Guttenberg, for a recent segment 
highlighting Pleasanton and the 
unique balance our community has 
achieved between preserving its 
rich history and fostering a thriving 
business environment.

What made this opportunity par-
ticularly meaningful is that the pro-
duction team reached out directly 
to the Chamber as they explored 
communities that exemplify eco-
nomic vitality, innovation, and 
strong local connections. They rec-
ognized Pleasanton as a city with a 
story to tell—a historic town that 
has evolved into a hub for business 
and opportunity while maintaining 
the charm, character, and sense of 
community that make it so special.

Throughout the filming process, 
one message came through loud 
and clear: community matters here. 
Pleasanton continues to grow and 
innovate without losing sight of the 
values that have defined it for gen-
erations. From our vibrant down-
town and family-owned businesses 
to our corporate employers and 
community organizations, collabo-
ration and connection remain at the 
heart of our success.

The Chamber was proud to help 
introduce the CNBC team to some 
of the people and organizations 
that contribute to Pleasanton’s 
unique identity. The finished seg-

ment showcases how our com-
munity has embraced economic 
growth while preserving the small-
town feel, historic character, and 
quality of life that residents and 
businesses value.

We thank our community partners 
for helping showcase what makes 
Pleasanton such a special place to 
live, work, and do business. Seeing 
Pleasanton featured on a national 
platform was a wonderful oppor-
tunity to share what so many of 
us already know: Pleasanton is a 
community where history, innova-
tion, and community spirit come 
together to create something truly 
special.

Lights, Camera, 
Pleasanton!

Filming at the Firehouse Arts Center, Mayor Jack Balch discusses the 
partnerships, community pride, and forward-thinking leadership that 
continue to make Pleasanton a premier place to live, work, and do 
business.

Angel Moore, CEO of the Alameda County Fairgrounds, shares how 
the Fairgrounds serves as a hub for community connection, events, 
and economic activity during filming for CNBC’s Now We Know in 
Pleasanton.

Yianna Theodorou
President/CEO

Pleasanton Chamber

Business Spotlight

W ith more than 25 years 
in the corporate world, 
Martin Delfino learned 

that insurance and risk planning 
are not just business necessities, 
they are essential safeguards for 
the people behind the business. 
That belief became deeply person-
al after the unexpected loss of his 
business partner, which exposed 
how unprepared they were and 
how devastating gaps in planning 
can be.

That experience fundamentally 
changed how Martin approaches 
insurance.

Today, as the founder of MTD 
Strategic Insurance Solutions, his 
philosophy is simple: do not just 
sell insurance, improve the out-
comes behind it. The firm focuses 
on helping business owners reduce 
one of their most controllable 
expenses, Workers’ Compensation. 
As Martin puts it, “We don’t sell 
Workers’ Comp. We lower it.”

Rather than simply shopping 
policies, MTD works with cli-

ents to identify 
and address the 
underlying driv-
ers of claims and 
premiums. By ana-
lyzing operations, 
claims trends, and 
risk factors, busi-
nesses gain control 
over what is driving 
their costs, result-
ing in lower premiums and a more 
strategic approach to their overall 
insurance program.

Founded in 2018, the business 
grew out of a desire for greater con-
trol after Martin experienced mul-
tiple layoffs earlier in his career. 
What started somewhat by accident 
has become a business dedicated to 
helping other owners protect what 
they have built.

During the COVID period, 
while MTD was growing, Martin 
became a minority partner in a 
last-mile delivery company. From 
2020 to 2025, he experienced 
firsthand the realities of business 

ownership, manag-
ing employees, and 
the direct financial 
impact of Workers’ 
Compensation costs. 
That experience 
reinforced his belief 
that Workers’ Comp 
is not just an insur-
ance expense, but a 
controllable factor 

that can significantly affect a com-
pany’s bottom line.

One of the most rewarding 
aspects of the business is the peo-
ple. Working closely with entre-
preneurs and business owners pro-
vides a front-row seat to their jour-
neys and the opportunity to play a 
role in their success.

Outside of the business, Martin 
enjoys golf as both a personal chal-
lenge and a way to build rela-
tionships within the local business 
community. He looks forward to 
connecting with fellow members 
at events such as the Chamber’s 
annual golf tournament.

Contact Information
Martin Delfino
MTD Strategic Insurance Solutions
Email: martin.delfino@mtdstrate-
gic.com
Phone: 510-435-1374

Protecting What Businesses Build:  
The Story Behind MTD Strategic Insurance Solutions

Martin Delfino, founder of MTD 
Strategic Insurance Solutions, helps 
business owners reduce Workers’ 
Compensation costs and develop 
strategic insurance solutions that 
protect what they’ve built.
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W hat if your home could 
look festive, elegant, 
and inviting every day 

of the year—without ever climbing 
a ladder again? That’s exactly what 
Aglow Outdoor Lighting is bringing 
to homeowners throughout the Bay 
Area and Central Valley.

Aglow Outdoor Lighting spe-
cializes in Smart LED Permanent 
Lighting systems that provide year-
round beauty, convenience, and 
functionality. Unlike traditional 
holiday lights that require annual 
installation and removal, Aglow’s 
professionally installed lighting sys-
tems remain discreetly hidden along 
the roofline during the day and trans-
form homes with customizable light-
ing displays at night.

Using a simple smartphone app, 
homeowners can control colors, 
schedules, timers, and lighting 

scenes with just a few taps. Whether 
it’s warm white accent lighting, 
holiday displays, seasonal themes, 
game-day team colors, or added 
security lighting, the possibilities are 
virtually endless.

Aglow Outdoor Lighting was built 
around a clear vision: providing high-
quality outdoor lighting solutions that 
homeowners can enjoy every day, 
not just during the holidays. The 
team recognized a growing demand 

for permanent lighting that enhances 
curb appeal while eliminating the 
hassle and safety concerns of hanging 
lights year after year.

What truly sets Aglow apart is its 
commitment to craftsmanship and 
customer care. Every installation is 
completed with attention to detail 
and proper surface preparation to 
ensure long-lasting performance. 
The company backs its work with a 
lifetime workmanship warranty and 
a three-year warranty on the lighting 
system itself. 

For the Aglow team the most 
rewarding part of the business is 
seeing a customer’s reaction when 
the lights turn on for the first time.

“Many people expect it to look 
nice, but when they see their home 
fully lit, it feels like a complete 
transformation. “Our goal with 
Aglow is to help people love the 
way their home looks, not just dur-
ing the holidays, but every day of 
the year,” Aglow’s manager says.”

Serving communities through-
out the Bay Area and Central 
Valley, Aglow Outdoor Lighting 
is helping homeowners create 
more beautiful, welcoming, and 
personalized spaces - one home 
at a time.

Contact Information
Aglow Outdoor Lighting
Phone/Text: 925-307-4324
Email: info@aglowlights.com
Website: aglowlights.com
Instagram: @aglow_lights
Facebook: @AglowLights

Lighting Up Homes Year-Round with Aglow Outdoor Lighting
Business Spotlight

Aglow Outdoor 
Lighting helps 
homeowners 
throughout 
the Bay Area 
transform their 
homes with 
permanent 
smart LED 
lighting that 
delivers beauty, 
convenience, 
and year-round 
curb appeal.

H ermie Bacus is a Pleasanton 
resident, entrepreneur, 
author, and leadership 

coach dedicated to helping fami-
lies build healthier, wealthier, and 
happier lives. As Field Chairman 
of FinFit Life, Hermie is passion-
ate about transforming the way 
Americans view financial security 
by combining life insurance pro-
tection with wellness, rewards, and 
healthy living incentives.

FinFit Life’s vision is to empower 
individuals and families to achieve 

financial independence, lifelong 
wellness, and a lasting legacy. Our 
mission is to create a culture of 
loyal friends and raving fans by 
helping people protect what mat-
ters most while improving their 
quality of life.

Our core values are simple: Live 

What We Teach, Practice Servant 
Leadership, and Pursue Excellence 
as the Minimum Standard.

Through education, mentorship, 
and innovative financial solutions, 
FinFit Life is building a movement 
that encourages people to live lon-
ger, stronger, healthier, wealthier, 
and with greater purpose. We are 
proud to serve the Pleasanton com-
munity and help families create 
brighter futures.

#LongevityFreedom
#FinFitLifeMovement 

FinFit Life: “Longevity Freedom” 
Helping Families Live Healthier, Wealthier, and Happier Lives.

Hermie Bacus, author of Be Elite 
and Field Chairman of FinFit 
Life, is inspiring individuals and 
families to pursue “Longevity 
Freedom” by combining financial 
security, healthy living, and 
purpose-driven leadership to 
create healthier, wealthier, and 
happier lives.

Business Spotlight

Business Spotlight

T ammy has been doing nails 
in this community for 30 
years. She knows her clients 

by name, remembers their kids, and 
jokes around while she works. So 
when she finally opened a restau-
rant this past April, nobody who 
knows her was surprised that it 
feels exactly like that — warm, 
personal, a little fun.

Fusion Wine Bar is tucked into 
Suite 220 at 3030 Bernal Ave. The 
menu is Vietnamese fusion — think 
familiar flavors with a creative 
twist — paired with local wines, 
beers, and mocktails. Tammy want-
ed it to feel less like a restaurant and 
more like coming over for dinner. 
“We do everything with love,” she 
says. Her staff, she’ll tell you, aren’t 
employees. They’re family.

In Vietnamese culture, bars 
have traditionally been owned by 
men or run by tight-knit crews — 
women rarely open them. Tammy 

is the first in her generation and 
among her elders to run a bar. 
It’s not easy to build a business, 
but she’ll be the first to say she’s 
lucky: great staff, a family vibe, 
and a community that shows up. 

That support makes her stronger.
The idea for Fusion rattled around 

for nine years. She kept putting it 
off, staying focused on the salon. 
But the urge to do something more 
for the community never went 

away. Tammy came to this country 
with nothing and built two busi-
nesses from the ground up. The way 
she sees it, she owes America one.

“This country carried me to suc-
cess,” she says. “I don’t mind work-
ing hard. I just want a chance to 
give back.”

That shows up on the menu in a 
real way. First responders get 15% 
off, no questions asked. Down the 
road, she’s hoping to add discounts 
for teachers, nurses, and doctors 
too — once business picks up a 
little more.

Ask her what she loves most 
about running a business and she 
doesn’t mention revenue or foot 
traffic. “Seeing people smile,” she 
says. “I love to see people happy.” 
She’s been at this long enough 
that her reputation speaks for itself. 
“The people remember me as an 
honest person. Everything is qual-
ity.” Then she laughs. “And I like 
to joke.”

She also has something she wants 
younger people to hear. Not a lec-
ture — just something she means. 
“I hope they know how lucky they 
are to live here. Don’t take it for 
granted.” It lands differently com-
ing from someone who’s lived it.

Built with Love: The Story Behind Fusion Wine Bar

Tammy, owner of Fusion Wine Bar, and her team welcome guests into 
the community-focused wine bar and restaurant that opened this spring 
in Pleasanton.
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U nder Par Golf Club is 
Pleasanton’s modern 
indoor golf simulator club 

built for year-round learning, prac-
tice, and play for the community. 
Powered by the latest Trackman 
technology, Under Par Golf Club 
delivers a true-to-life golf experi-
ence, whether you’re sharpening 
your swing, dialing in distances, or 
playing a round on iconic courses, 
without worrying about weather, 
daylight, or tee pressures.

Open for just about a month, 
Under Par was created by local 
owner Sriram Garimella, who dis-
covered golf during COVID and 
quickly fell in love with the sport. 
For Sriram, golf became more than 
a hobby; it became a way to reset, 
stay present, and channel thoughts 
more clearly. That experience plant-

ed the seed for Under Par Golf 
Club, a welcoming, tech-forward 
space where others can enjoy the 
same mix of challenge, fun, and 
reset that golf can provide.

Under Par is designed for all skill 
levels, from first-timers to serious 
golfers. Guests can reserve simula-
tor bays for self-paced play and 
focused practice, and the club also 
supports coaching/lessons for golf-
ers who want data-driven feedback 
and steady improvement. It’s also 

a natural fit for groups: Under Par 
provides a party room along with 
the simulators and  welcomes small 
groups, celebrations, and corporate 
events, offering an easy, weather-
proof option for team outings, cli-
ent entertainment, and social nights 
out.

What sets Under Par apart is the 
combination of premium Trackman 
technology, a comfortable indoor 
environment, and a clear goal: to 
be a genuine community hangout in 
Pleasanton. The club aims to be a 
place where neighbors can meet up, 
families can share the game across 
generations, and golfers can keep 
improving, consistently and enjoy-
ably, throughout the year.

“Under Par Golf Club is about 
building a place where golf 
is accessible to anyone in the 

community anytime of the year 
Whether you’re brand new or 
you’ve played for years, I want 
you to walk out a little more satis-
fied and a little more excited to 

come back,” says Garimella.

Contact Information
925-399-6574
sriram@underpargolfclub.com

Business Spotlight

Under Par Golf Club Brings Year-Round Golf, 
Community, and Innovation to Pleasanton

Under Par Golf Club’s state-of-the-art indoor simulator bays, powered 
by Trackman technology, provide golfers of all skill levels with a realistic, 
year-round environment to practice, play, and improve—right here in 
Pleasanton.

T he Pleasanton Chamber’s June 
Networking Mixer, hosted by City 
National Bank on June 10, brought 

together Chamber members, local busi-
ness professionals, and community lead-
ers for an evening of meaningful connec-
tions and relationship-building.

Guests enjoyed the opportunity to 
network with fellow business owners, 
exchange ideas, and strengthen profes-
sional partnerships in a welcoming and 
relaxed setting. The event also provided 

an opportunity to welcome and recog-
nize several new Chamber members as 
they received their membership plaques 
and became part of the Chamber com-
munity.

Thank you to City National Bank 
for their generous hospitality and to 
everyone who attended and contribut-
ed to another successful evening of 
networking. Events like these continue 
to strengthen the connections that help 
Pleasanton’s business community thrive.

New Chamber members proudly receive their membership plaques during the June 
Networking Mixer, officially welcoming them to the Pleasanton Chamber community. We 
look forward to supporting their continued growth and success.

June Networking Mixer  
Hosted by City National Bank

L ooking for a fresh way 
to bring teams together, 
celebrate milestones, or 

host a memorable corporate 
event? AMP MODE is redefining 
entertainment and connection in the 
Tri-Valley through immersive, tech-
nology-driven experiences designed 
for groups of all ages and prefer-
ences.

Located in Pleasanton, AMP 
MODE combines interactive gam-
ing, private pods, and customized 
experiences that create opportu-
nities for collaboration, friendly 
competition, and fun. While AMP 
MODE welcomes families, friends, 
and social groups, the business is 
increasingly becoming a destina-
tion for companies seeking engag-
ing alternatives to traditional team-
building activities and corporate 
gatherings.

Today’s organizations understand 
that strong teams are built through 
meaningful experiences. AMP 
MODE offers businesses a unique 
environment where colleagues can 
connect outside the office, strength-
en relationships, and develop cama-
raderie in a relaxed and energetic 
setting. Whether it’s a team appreci-
ation event, department outing, lead-
ership retreat, holiday party, client 
appreciation gathering, or company 
celebration, AMP MODE provides 
flexible options that can be tailored 
to meet an organization’s goals and 
group size.

The venue’s interactive attractions 
encourage communication, prob-
lem-solving, and teamwork while 

creating lasting memories for 
participants. Unlike tradition-
al meeting spaces or banquet 
halls, AMP MODE delivers an 

experience that gets people actively 
engaged and interacting with one 
another.

As a locally owned business, 
AMP MODE is proud to be part 
of the Pleasanton community and 
values opportunities to support 
fellow businesses, organizations, 
and community groups. Their team 
works closely with event organiz-
ers to create seamless experiences 
that allow hosts to focus on their 
guests while AMP MODE handles 
the details.

With businesses continuing to pri-
oritize employee engagement, cul-
ture, and retention, experiences that 
bring people together have never 
been more important. AMP Mode 

offers a dynamic solution that helps 
organizations strengthen connec-
tions while providing an enjoyable 
break from the everyday work envi-
ronment.

Whether you’re planning a small 
team outing or a leadership offsite, 
AMP MODE invites Pleasanton-
area businesses to discover how 

interactive entertainment can trans-
form an ordinary gathering into an 
unforgettable experience.

To learn more about corporate 
event packages, team-building 
opportunities, and private event 
bookings, contact AMP MODE and 
see how they can help your team 
connect, collaborate, and celebrate.

AMP MODE: Where Businesses Connect, 
Collaborate, and Celebrate

Elevating Team Building, Corporate Events, and Group Experiences in Pleasanton

Business Spotlight

AMP MODE provides a dynamic venue for team-building activities, 
corporate gatherings, and group celebrations, helping businesses create 
stronger connections through interactive and engaging experiences.
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S PS Institute was founded on 
a simple belief: meaning-
ful growth begins with strong 

foundations across multiple dimen-
sions, enabling better decisions, great-
er confidence, and higher potential.

Located in Downtown Pleasanton, 
SPS Institute is an educational and 
professional training organization 
that helps individuals and organiza-
tions build knowledge, develop criti-
cal thinking skills, and apply what 
they learn to real-world challenges. 
Through structured learning, work-
shops, and advisory services, SPS 
Institute serves students, profession-
als, and organizations seeking practi-
cal growth and long-term success.

Founder and Director Venkata 
Subbaiah Pasupulati brings more 
than two decades of experience at 
the intersection of engineering, lead-
ership, infrastructure planning, and 

workforce development. Throughout 
his career, he observed that the most 
successful individuals and organi-
zations shared a common charac-

teristic: they invested in building 
strong foundations before pursuing 
advanced goals. Whether developing 
technical solutions, leading teams, 
planning long-term investments, or 
supporting professional growth, the 
underlying principle remained the 
same - strong foundations enable 
better decisions and better outcomes.

That philosophy inspired SPS 
Institute. 

Today, SPS Institute offers a grow-
ing range of educational and pro-
fessional development programs. 
Recent initiatives include the Summer 
STEM Readiness Program for local 
high school students, designed to help 
them strengthen their foundations 

and build confidence before enter-
ing Honors and Advanced Placement 
coursework. SPS Institute also pro-
vides industry workshops, profes-
sional training, and advisory servic-
es that help organizations improve 
decision-making, planning, and long-
term performance.

While the subject matter may vary, 
SPS Institute applies the same phi-
losophy across all its programs: build 
strong foundations first, then help 
people and organizations achieve 
their goals.

“What motivates me most is help-
ing people reach their potential,” 
says Pasupulati. “Whether working 
with students, professionals, or orga-
nizations, the goal remains the same: 
to help people build strong founda-
tions, gain confidence, and make 
better decisions.”

Pleasanton was a natural choice 

for SPS Institute. The community 
brings together talented individuals 
from diverse professions and back-
grounds, creating opportunities to 
learn, collaborate, and innovate. 
With excellent schools, a welcoming 
community, a high quality of life, 
and a central location, Pleasanton 
provides an ideal environment for an 
organization dedicated to learning, 
growth, and helping people reach 
their potential.

As SPS Institute continues to grow, 
it remains committed to its mission: 
helping individuals and organizations 
build strong foundations and reach 
their full potential through structured 
learning and practical application.

Contact Information
www.spsinstitute.com
contact@spsinstitute.com
909-241-9197

Business Spotlight

Business Spotlight

SPS Institute: Building Strong Foundations for Long-Term Success

Venkata Subbaiah Pasupulati, 
Founder and Director of SPS 
Institute, is committed to helping 
individuals and organizations build 
strong foundations for growth, 
learning, and long-term success.

Business Spotlight

F or more than 24 years, Bryan 
Byard built a career in the 
culinary world, earning a rep-

utation as an innovative Executive 
Chef and hospitality lead-
er. His career took him 
across the United States 
and Australia, where he 
developed award-win-
ning dining concepts, led 
high-performing teams, 
and created memo-
rable guest experiences. 
Among his many accomplishments, 
Bryan was invited to participate in 
the prestigious James Beard House 
in New York City and became known 
for creating The Hideout, a signature 
dining concept at The Laylow Hotel 
in Waikiki.

Today, Bryan brings that same 

dedication, creativity, and commit-
ment to excellence to his work as a 
Registered Representative with New 
York Life.

Bryan helps individu-
als, families, and business 
owners develop personal-
ized financial strategies 
designed to protect what 
matters most. His servic-
es include life insurance, 
retirement planning, 
wealth accumulation 

strategies, college funding prepara-
tion, and business planning solutions. 
Rather than offering one-size-fits-all 
recommendations, Bryan takes time 
to understand each client’s unique 
goals and circumstances before 
developing a customized plan.

“What I learned in hospitality is 
that success comes from listening 
first,” Bryan says. “Whether you’re 

creating a dining experience or 
helping someone prepare for retire-
ment, you have to understand what’s 
important to them before you can 
deliver real value.”

His transition into financial ser-
vices was inspired by a desire to con-
tinue helping people in a meaningful 
way. After spending decades serving 
guests and leading teams, Bryan saw 
an opportunity to help families build 
financial confidence and create last-
ing security for future generations.

What sets Bryan apart is his rela-
tionship-driven approach. He prides 
himself on being accessible, respon-
sive, and committed to educating 
clients so they can make informed 
decisions. His background in hospi-
tality taught him that trust is earned 
through consistency, attention to 

detail, and exceptional service—
principles that remain at the core of 
his practice today.

“The best plans are built around 
people, not products,” Bryan explains. 
“My goal is to help clients protect 
their families, pursue their dreams, 
and feel confident about their future.”

For Bryan, the most rewarding part 
of his work is helping clients gain 
clarity and peace of mind, knowing 
they have a strategy in place for 
whatever life may bring.

Contact Information
Bryan Byard
Registered Representative
New York Life Insurance Company
719-659-1234
bjbyard01@ft.newyorklife.com
newyorklife.com/agent/bjbyard01

From Executive Chef to Financial Professional — A Passion for Serving Others

After a successful 24-year career 
as an Executive Chef, Bryan Byard 
now helps individuals, families, and 
business owners build financial 
confidence through personalized 
planning and trusted guidance.

Core Craft Physical Therapy is 
a private, one-on-one physi-
cal therapy clinic dedicated 

to helping patients move better, feel 
stronger, and return to the activi-
ties they love most. Founded in 
early 2026, the practice began as a 
mobile physical therapy service and 
has since expanded into a dedicated 
clinic serving Danville, Pleasanton, 
and surrounding communities.

At Core Craft Physical Therapy, 
patients receive highly personal-
ized evaluation and treatment for a 
wide range of conditions, includ-
ing neck and back pain, shoulder/
hip/knee injuries, arthritis, sports 
injuries, post-surgical rehabilitation, 
balance and fall prevention, pelvic 
floor dysfunction, and chronic pain. 

Services go beyond symptom relief 
and include hands-on manual thera-
py, customized exercise programs, 
movement analysis, injury preven-
tion, and patient education designed 
to support long-term recovery and 
independence.

What truly sets Core Craft apart is 
its commitment to one-on-one care. 

Unlike traditional clinics where 
therapists may divide attention 
among multiple patients, every ses-
sion at Core Craft is fully dedicated 
to a single individual. This approach 
allows for deeper listening, more 
accurate assessment, and treatment 
plans that address the root cause of 
pain and dysfunction.

“At Core Craft Physical Therapy, 
we believe movement is the founda-
tion of health and independence,” 
the practice shares. “Our goal is to 
help every patient move with con-
fidence and return to the activities 
they love.”

The heart of the clinic is its patient 
relationships. The team emphasizes 
a warm, supportive environment 
where education and empowerment 

are central to the healing process. 
“Healing is not just about reducing 
pain—it’s about restoring strength, 
function, and quality of life,” the 
practice notes.

For the founder, the most reward-
ing part of the work is seeing trans-
formation happen over time—help-
ing patients who once felt limited 
return to hiking, sports, daily rou-

tines, or even simple joys like sleep-
ing without pain or playing with 
grandchildren again.

Core Craft Physical Therapy is 
proud to serve the local community 
and remains committed to helping 
neighbors regain confidence, inde-
pendence, and an active lifestyle 
through compassionate, individual-
ized care.

Core Craft Physical Therapy – Personalized 
Care That Helps You Move, Heal, and Thrive

Core Craft 
Physical Therapy 
founder Payal 
provides one-on-
one, hands-on 
treatment, helping 
a patient improve 
movement, 
reduce pain, and 
progress toward 
a stronger, more 
active recovery.



6 	 P leasanton Chamber  of  Commerce  I   Business Connect ion	 July  2026

65 Years
Pleasanton Garbage Service

53 Years
Graham-Hitch Mortuary

46 Years
Big O Tires of Pleasanton

40 to 44 Years
Studio Blue Reprographics
Walt Lupeika, CPA

35 to 39 Years
Mavridis Investments
1st United Credit Union
Keystone Adult Learning Center
Lawrence Livermore National 

Laboratory

30 to 34 Years
Hope Hospice
Pleasanton Tool & 

Manufacturing
Colliers International
Alameda County Transportation 

Commission

25 to 29 Years
Crown Trophy

20 to 24 Years
Corporate Games, Inc.
Safeway, Inc.

15 to 19 Years
Netrique, Inc.
The Write Business
Stoneridge Creek Pleasanton
Mortensen & Son

10 to 14 Years
PMZ Real Estate
Insignia Designs
Blue Oaks Church
CAS InterGlobal LLC
Rancho Grande Taqueria 
Pleasanton Community Concert 

Band
Bay Alarm Company
Valley Business Park
Landmark Lending
Main Street Pediatric Dentistry 

and Orthodontics
All Natural Stone
Primrose Bakery

5 to 9 Years
LifePlan Lawyer PC

Valley Plumbing Home Center, 
Inc.

Nate Miley, Supervisor
Tri-Valley Conservancy
Cemex
KG Investment Properties
Cal Coast Window and Door
Gilman Brewing Company, 

Taproom
Locanda Amalfi
Goodness Village 

1 to 4 Years
The Draft Sports Pub / 

Mavericks
Emerald Valley Senior Living
D1 Training 
Synergy One Lending
Bay Home & Window / 

Inspired Closets
Dublin Technology Center 

(DTC) Workspaces
Freedom Wealth Insurance and 

Financial Services, Inc.
Pleasanton Junior Football 

League 
Cowbell Cyber
ZenBusiness
Gameday Men’s Health 

Pleasanton
The Olive Market
Yanamy Photography by Yana 

Mostitsky
The UPS Store #1561
Livermore - Pleasanton Elks 

Lodge No. 2117
Makers Art Studio - Formerly 

Hawaii Fluid Art
Mrakovcich Construction
CarePatrol Of Danville & 

Pleasanton
Carpet One of Livermore 
A2B Link
The Well Studio
Milestone Certified Public 

Accountants Inc.
Always Best Care Tri-Valley
Mawi DNA Technologies
B12 LOVE
Gateway Bank
Element Roofing Systems Inc
Sierra Pacific Private Wealth, 

LLC
Thrive Home Care
Trinity Lutheran Church

Membership Anniversaries
During the past two months, over 
85 businesses renewed their 
investment in the chamber, thereby 
demonstrating their continued 
commitment to community 
excellence while realizing the 
benefits, services, and representation 
associated with membership in 
Pleasanton’s leading business 
organization.

We recommend that you look first to chamber members 
for your business and consumer needs.

 

F or nearly 40 years, Leadership Pleasanton has 
been developing informed, engaged leaders 
who make a positive impact throughout our 

community. Established by the Pleasanton Chamber 
of Commerce in 1988, the program provides par-
ticipants with a unique opportunity to learn about 
the people, organizations, and systems that help 
Pleasanton thrive.

Through monthly sessions, participants gain 
behind-the-scenes insight into key aspects of the 
community, including local government, business, 
education, public safety, healthcare, and economic 
development. The program also fosters valuable 
connections among professionals, business leaders, 
nonprofit representatives, and community advo-
cates.

Leadership Pleasanton is designed for individu-
als who live or work in Pleasanton and are looking 
to expand their leadership skills, strengthen their 
professional network, and become more involved 

in the community. Graduates join a growing alumni 
network of leaders who continue to serve and shape 
Pleasanton through civic engagement and volun-
teerism.

Applications are now being accepted for the 
upcoming Leadership Pleasanton class. If you’re 
ready to grow as a leader while gaining a deeper 
understanding of our community, we encourage you 
to apply today. For more information and application 
details, visit pleasanton.org/leadership-pleasanton.

Shape the Future of Pleasanton: 
Leadership Program Now  
Accepting Applications

Celebrating the Leadership Pleasanton Class of 2025–2026 at their graduation on May 14th. 
Congratulations to the 29 participants who completed the program and join a growing network of engaged 
community leaders dedicated to strengthening Pleasanton.
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Business Spotlight

W hile working as a Registered 
Veterinary Technician in North 
Carolina, she injured her back 

restoring her first home. After six months of 
persistent pain and limited success with con-
ventional treatments, she tried acupuncture. 
For the first time in months, she experienced 
a full day without pain. Continued treatments 
also brought improvements in digestion, 
anxiety, and sleep. 

That personal transformation sparked a 
new calling. Around the same time, a vet-
erinarian colleague was studying veterinary 
acupuncture at Chi University. Together 
they integrated acupuncture into patient 
care, often helping animals improve with-
out surgery. Inspired by these results, Dr. 
Mary completed Chi University’s veteri-
nary acupuncture program for technicians. 
She then transitioned to human medicine, 
earning her Master’s and Doctorate degrees 
in Traditional Chinese Medicine from 
Five Branches University in Santa Cruz, 
California. She is a California licensed acu-
puncturist and nationally board certified in 
acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine.

She built a thriving practice in Southern 
California, supporting surgical recovery 
patients across Orange County and provid-
ing care at a senior living community. She 
developed a special focus on healthy aging, 

maintaining independence, and helping peo-
ple stay engaged in the activities they love. 

Now in Pleasanton, Dr. Mary brings 
that same passion to Ascending Dragon 
Acupuncture, located downtown at Civic 
Center Station. 

The practice offers:
• �Acupuncture  
• �Chinese Herbal Medicine  
• �Cupping & Gua Sha  
• �Holistic Microneedling  
• �House-call services (especially helpful 

for post-surgery, illness, or mobility chal-
lenges)

Dr. Mary has extensive experience col-
laborating with caregiver teams, including 
palliative and hospice care. She treats a wide 
range of concerns, including pain, diges-
tive disorders, anxiety, stress and insomnia, 
and frequently works alongside physicians 
and other healthcare professionals to help 

patients achieve their goals. She also spe-
cializes in Neuro-Acupuncture for stroke 
recovery, neuropathy, and supportive oncol-
ogy care.

A Highly Personalized Approach
Patients never feel rushed. Dr. Mary takes 

time to understand each person’s unique 
health history, concerns, and goals—creat-
ing truly individualized treatment plans. She 
partners with her patients to address root 

causes and achieve their best quality of life.
“My goal is for every patient to feel heard, 

understood, and supported while receiving 
personalized care that helps them flourish.”

Contact Information
Ascending Dragon Acupuncture
4725 First St, Ste 120, Pleasanton
feelbetter.clinic
925-400-7870
drmarylac@gmail.com

Dr. Mary Manning didn’t plan a career change —  
she was simply looking for pain relief. 

Dr. Mary Manning, founder of Ascending Dragon Acupuncture in downtown Pleasanton, 
combines decades of healthcare experience with Traditional Chinese Medicine to help patients 
achieve greater wellness, mobility, and quality of life through personalized, holistic care.
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Ribbon Cuttings 	 Creating new jobs, stronger economy

House of Cabelo – House Of Cabelo, located at 363 Saint Mary Street in downtown 
Pleasanton, is a luxury salon collective offering personalized hair services in a modern and 
welcoming environment. Their talented team specializes in dimensional color, blonding, 
precision cuts, extensions, and restorative treatments with a strong focus on hair health and 
customized care. House Of Cabelo is dedicated to helping guests look and feel their best 
through expert styling, ongoing education, and exceptional client experiences.

houseofcabelo.com

Pivot Craft Kitchen & Sports Bar – Pivot Craft Kitchen and Sports Bar, located in 
Pleasanton, is a lively neighborhood destination that combines elevated comfort food, craft 
cocktails, local beer, and a welcoming sports bar atmosphere. The restaurant offers a menu 
of modern American favorites made with fresh ingredients, alongside a rotating selection of 
drinks and plenty of screens for catching the big game. With its casual yet polished vibe, 
Pivot is a popular spot for lunch, dinner, happy hour, and gathering with friends and family.

pivotpleasanton.com

Bright Bins Tri-Valley – Bright Bins Tri-Valley is a local sanitation and pressure washing 
company providing eco-friendly trash bin cleaning services for homes and businesses 
throughout the Tri-Valley. Using high-temperature, pressurized water, their mobile cleaning 
system sanitizes, deodorizes, and deep cleans trash, recycling, and compost bins without 
the use of chemicals. They also offer pressure washing and trash enclosure cleaning 
services to help create cleaner, fresher, and more hygienic spaces for the community.

brightbinstrivalley.com

Always Best Care Tri-Valley – Always Best Care Tri-Valley provides compassionate in-home 
senior care and senior living referral services for families throughout Pleasanton and the 
Tri-Valley. Their team helps older adults maintain a safe, independent, and dignified lifestyle 
through personalized care plans, companionship, personal care assistance, transportation, 
meal preparation, and specialized support tailored to each individual's needs.

alwaysbestcare.com/pleasanton

Under Par Golf Club – Under Par Golf Club, located at 3037 Hopyard Road, Suite G in 
Pleasanton, is an indoor golf simulator club featuring state-of-the-art TrackMan technology. 
Golfers of all skill levels can practice, play world-class courses, compete with friends, and 
improve their game year-round in a fun and welcoming environment.

underpargolfclub.com

Rooted Wellness & Spa – Rooted Wellness & Spa is a holistic wellness center in 
Pleasanton offering therapeutic massage, customized facials, skincare services, and 
wellness experiences designed to help clients feel grounded, renewed, and restored. Their 
team of skilled practitioners provides personalized care focused on relaxation, stress relief, 
pain management, and overall well-being in a peaceful and welcoming environment.

rootedwellnessandspa.com


